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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gabou et al 
(6583714 Bl) in view of Liu (6079020). 

With respect to Claim 1, the Gabou et al meets the limitation of "a computer" on column 
1, lines 46-51 (the radio communications terminal represents the computer); and "a bus monitor 
to monitor a first link between the network interface device and the computer, where said bus 
monitor reports detected failures or intrusions; and a security switch to switch the first link from 
a non-secured mode to a secured mode when a report of said detected failures or intrusions is 
received from the bus monitor" on column 1, lines 46-57 and column 2, lines 19-23. The radio 
communications terminal represents a computer because it represents an array of 
cellular/cordless/mobile devices that inherently have a chip built within it, hence qualifying it as 
a computer. The monitoring occurs when the terminal detects that no user information has been 
transmitted, and then it switches to a secure mode. The failure detected is the failure of the user 
information to be entered/transmitted. This helps to protect the radiocommunications terminal 
from unauthorized use, i.e. an intrusion. Gabou et al however does not meet the limitation 
disclosed below. 
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The limitation of "a network interface device to provide the computer with access to the 
network" is met by Lui on column 8, lines 45-50. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Lui within the system of Gabou et al because a network 
interface device is a well known means for connecting a computer device (be it wired or 
wireless) to a network. In the case of a wireless device, it is called a network interface card. 

With respect to Claim 2, the limitation of the computer being a server is met by Liu on 
column 8, lines 45-50. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Liu within the system of Gabou et al 
because a server is an obvious variation of a terminal, being that it stores user information that 
can be accessed by user, whenever necessary. 

With respect to Claim 3, all the limitation is met by Gabou et al except the limitation of a 
network operating in a secure mode using the HTTP-S protocol. This limitation is met by Liu on 
column 11, lines 45-50. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Liu within the system of Gabou et al 
because HTTP-S is a well known method of providing a secure communication channel for a 
HTTP page. This method utilizes SSL and hence this provides the security desired. 

With respect to Claim 4, all the limitation is met by Gabou et al except the limitation of a 
non-secured mode of the first link between the network device and the computer using an HTTP 
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protocol. This limitation is met by Liu on column 11, lines 45-50. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Liu within the system of Gabou et al because HTTP is a common, well known protocol. 

With respect to Claim 5, all the limitation is met by Gabou et al except the limitation of 
the secured mode of the first link between the network device and the computer using an HTTP - 
S protocol. This limitation is met by Liu on column 1 1 , lines 45-50. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Liu within the system of Gabou et al because HTTP-S is a well known method of providing a 
secure communication channel for a HTTP page. This method utilizes SSL and hence this 
provides the security desired. 

With respect to Claim 6, the limitation of "a controller that receives the report from the 
bus monitor and sends control signals to the network interface device, the security switch and the 
computer" is met by Gabou et al in Fig. 1 and on column 3, lines 4-6 and 17-30. 

With respect to Claim 7, all the limitation is met by Gabou et al except the limitation 
disclosed below. 

The limitation of "an encryption element in the computer, where said encryption element 
converts data placed on said first link to a secured protocol when the control signal is received 
from said controller" is met by Liu on column 11, lines 45-50. With the use of HTTP-S, SSL 
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which is inherently implemented utilizes an encryption step. Hence the encryption step is 
inherent with the HTTP-S protocol. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Liu within the system of Gabou et al because HTTP-S is a 
well known method of providing a secure communication channel for a HTTP page. 

With respect to Claim 8, the limitation of "a controller to monitor a link between the 
interface device and the server, where said controller switches the link from a non-secured 
protocol to a secured protocol when failures or intrusions are detected on the link" is met by 
Gabon et al on column 3, lines 4-6, 17-30. Gabon et al however does not disclose the limitation 
disclosed below. 

The limitation of "an interface device to provide the server with access to a network" is 
met by Lui on column 8, lines 45-50. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Liu within the system of Gabou et al because an interface 
device is a well known method of connecting a device to a network. 

With respect to Claim 9, all the limitation is met by Gabou et al except the limitation 
disclosed below. 

The limitation of "wherein the network is Internet, such that the non-secured protocol 
includes HTTP and the secured protocol includes HTTP-S" is met by Liu in the abstract and on 
column 11, lines 45-50. In the abstract, the public data network represents the Internet claimed. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Liu within the system of Gabou et al because HTTP-S is a 
well known method of providing a secure communication channel for a HTTP page. 

With respect to Claim 10, the limitation of "wherein said controller sends a control signal 
to the terminal when failures or intrusions are detected on the link" is met by Gabou et al on 
column 3, lines 4-6 and 17-30. 

With respect to Claim 1 1, its limitation is the very similar to Claim 7 limitation except for 
the fact that the computer is now a server. A VPN management station is however shown in Liu 
on column 8, lines 45-50, and this station represents a server. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teachings of Liu within the system of Gabou et al because a server is 
an obvious variation of a terminal, being that it stores user information that can be accessed by 
user, whenever necessary. 

With respect to Claim 12, Gabou et al meets the limitation of "first directing the link to 
use a secured protocol when failures or intrusions are detected on the link" on column 1, lines 
52-54; and "second directing the link to revert to a non-secured protocol when said detected 
failures or intrusions have been corrected" on column 1, lines 52-57 and column 3, lines 29-30. 
Gabou et al however does not meet the limitation of a network device. This is however met by 
Liu on column 8, lines 45-50. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of 
Liu within the system of Gabou et al because a network interface is a necessary link between a 
computer and the network, to enable a connection. 

With respect to Claim 13 and 17, its limitation is very similar to Claim 4 limitation and 
hence its rejection can be found therein. 

With respect to Claim 14 and 18, its limitation is very similar to Claim 3 limitation and 
hence its rejection can be found therein. 

With respect to Claim 15, its limitation is very similar to Claim 12 limitation except for 
the fact that a server is claimed instead of a computer. This server is an obvious variation of a 
terminal because it likewise stores information that the user can access, whenever necessary. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tracey Akpati whose telephone number is 703-305-7820. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8.30am-6.00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on 703-305-4393. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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